Microvascular surgery for the cancer patient.
The preview of reconstruction in the cancer patient has changed with the introduction of microsurgery and adjuvant therapy. Restoration of not only form and function but the quality of life must be considered when approaching these difficult and challenging patients. It is the purpose of this manuscript to present some background to microvascular reconstruction, and our approach to the cancer patient employed at The University of Texas MD. Anderson Cancer Center. By no means are the methods described absolute, but are meant to partially outline what has been our successful practice in some major areas in breast, head and neck and extremity reconstruction. With continuing efforts and the development of new innovative technologies, we can best achieve our goals of form, function and improved quality of life.